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2026 Science Communication Training Program APPLICATION QUESTIONS

Survey Flow
Block: Question Tour Block 1 (9 Questions)
Standard: Question Tour Block 2 (3 Questions)
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Start of Block: Question Tour Block 1

Intro Thank you for your interest in Reiman Gardens' Science Communication Training Program.  
   
In 2026, certified staff at Reiman Gardens will train up to 12 local scientists through Portal to the Public, a tested strategy for connecting public audiences with scientists working in their communities.       

From January - May, professional development activities will focus on relationship building, hands-on and personal learning, storytelling, interactive material development (creating games, models, visuals, etc.), and audience engagement.  
   
The goal is to help connect active, local research to a general public audience. By demystifying scientists working across various fields, we aim to make science more accessible to the public, while providing scientists an important opportunity to relate to people of various backgrounds and age levels.  
   Please be sure you can commit to all of the following dates before applying:   	
· Thu, Jan 22, 12:45 – 5:00 PM  	
· Thu, Feb 26, 12:45 – 5:00 PM  	
· Thu, Mar 26, 12:45 – 5:00 PM  	
· Thu, Apr 23, 12:45 – 5:00 PM  	
· Wed, May 13, 8:00 AM - 12:30 PM - Meet-A-Scientist (public program) 	
· Plus 2 additional dates (to be determined based on scientist availability) for public programs.   

There is a $200 fee for the 5-month program to help cover training, resources, and materials for scientists' hands-on activities. This fee is required upon acceptance, and may be paid via university worktag, check, or credit card.   

  This application should take approximately 30 minutes to complete.   


	Page Break
	





Contact Info Please enter your contact information below: 
Name   __________________________________________________
Email:   __________________________________________________
Phone:   __________________________________________________
Address  __________________________________________________
Address 2 (if none, enter N/A)  __________________________________________________
City  __________________________________________________
State  __________________________________________________
Postal code   __________________________________________________



Affiliation What is your ISU department or other professional affiliation? 
Department/Affiliation:  __________________________________________________
What is your position?  __________________________________________________
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Describe research Please briefly describe your current work or research:
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________



Q17 What initially inspired you to focus on this area?
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________



Q18 How did you become interested in science? When did it happen?
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
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Q19 Why is your work important? How is it relevant to day-to-day life?
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________



Q20 Why are you personally interested in this area of study?
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________



Q22 What absolutely fascinates you the most about the topic you study?
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
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End of Block: Question Tour Block 1

Start of Block: Question Tour Block 2

Q23 What message, related to your work, do you feel is most important to communicate to public audiences?
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
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Dates To  ensure  this  program  is  a  good  fit  for  you  and  your  schedule,  please  review  the commitments  and SELECT EACH BOX  BELOW to  indicate  that  you  are  available  for all the following program requirements.
Thu, Jan 22, 12:45 – 5:00 PM  
Thu, Feb 26, 12:45 – 5:00 PM  
Thu, Mar 26, 12:45 – 5:00 PM  
Thu, Apr 23, 12:45 - 5:00 PM  
Wed, May 13, 8:00 AM - 12:30 PM - Meet-A-Scientist public program  
2 additional dates (to be determined based on scientist availability)  



Q18 A fee of $200 is required upon acceptance into the program to offset the costs of supplies and training. Please indicate your commitment to pay. (Fee may be paid by credit card, check, cash, or ISU worktag transfer.)
I commit to paying the $200 fee upon acceptance.  
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